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For 20 years, The National 
Education Association (NEA) has been 
committed to building a nation of 
readers through its signature program, 
NEA’s Read Across America.  Though 
always highlighted this week, the 
program is a year-round initiative to 
motivate children and teens to read.  
Through events, partnerships, and 
reading resources, educators and 
school districts work to build 
excitement about reading.   

Reading is particularly important 
when you look at literacy rates.  
According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, Pennsylvania is 
consistent with the national average 
with nearly 14% of our population 
deemed illiterate.  Clearfield County, 
however, is above the national rate 
with nearly 16% according to 2015 
estimates.  That number is up from 
2003, when Clearfield County was just 
above 14%.  That rising trend in the 
number of residents who cannot read 
is alarming and something that drives 
the NEA’s Read Across America 
Program. 

This week at the elementary 
school, they used theme days, guest 
readers, peer-to-peer reading, several 
contests to inspire our students to 
read.  The themes included "Read My 
Shirt" where students wore a shirt with 
appropriate school words; "Top Hat 
Tuesday" sporting a favorite hat or 
crazy hair-do; "Wacky Socks 
Wednesday"; "Green Eggs & Ham" 
Day; and Friday was "DEAR Day" Drop 
Everything And Read. 

Guest readers are always a hit, and 
MoValley staff members read favorite 
stories to the students.  The Peer-to-
Peer reading provides an upper grade 
class join a lower grade class and pair 
the students to read to each other.  
Not only is peer reading fun, research 
(Topping, 2008) suggests benefits of 
peer reading for students include 
higher academic achievement, 
improved relationships with peers, 
improved personal and social 
development, and increased 
motivation to read.   

Dr. Seuss said it best, “The more 
that you read, the more things you will 

know.  The more that you learn, the 
more places you'll go.”  We can’t wait 
to see where our students go! 
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Read Across America Week  

By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

While most who work in the District are familiar with     
Mrs. Stodart, since she is in charge of payroll, most do not 
realize how much she does to keep the district and 
superintendent organized, aware, and on time.  Dr. Zesiger 
states, “Every time I get a new idea or vision for something I 
want to do in the District, it almost always creates work for one 
person – Mrs. Stodart.”   

She handles all the District’s Pennsylvania Child 
Accounting data, works with all of our auditors, and maintains 
all staff records.  She is dedicated to the District, from being an 
alumni [Class of 1986], to parent, to volunteer, and to 
employee.  She is always talking positively about our most 
valuable resource, our staff.  In fact, even the newsletter causes 
more work for her as she proof-reads each issue. 
. 

Individualized Learning Plans… 
As I reported earlier this year, several 

northeast states have been examining 
having an individualized learning plan, much 
like an IEP, for every student.  That ideal has 
come to fruition in Rhode Island. 

According to Education Week, Rhode 
Island is moving forward with a statewide 
personalized learning initiative that aims to 
support a variety of efforts that will tailor 
education to the unique needs of each 
student. 

The plan calls for teachers to meet with 
each student and their parent at the end of 
the school year to develop the learning plan 
for each student in each class.  The plan will 
then shape the curriculum for each student.  
The process will begin in secondary schools 
and eventually be utilized K-12.  The focus 
now is on developing a common statewide 
guideline for what personalized means and 
developing the learning plan template.  
Several other states are watching to see how 
this initiative goes.  Stay Tuned! 

 March 24, 25 & 26: School Play 
 March 31: End of the 3rd Marking Period  
 April 3-7: PSSA ELA Testing at HS & ES 
 April 13 & 18: Snow Make-up Days – school will be 

in regular session  
 April 14 & 17: Spring Vacation – no school 
 April 24-28: PSSA Math Testing at HS & ES 

 

  

Project Linus… 
Each year, Mrs. Joan Kephart and her 

students make blankets for Project Linus 
[right top].  Project Linus is a non-profit 
organization which provides homemade 
blankets to children in need.  

This year, blankets were delivered to 
Clearfield Hospital for children.  It was 
extra special for Mrs. Kephart because the 
registered nurses who received the 
blankets had a few MoValley alumni, 
including one of her own family members 
[right bottom].   

The first blankets were given to 
children at the hospital the very next day.  
Thank you students and staff!  

Dr. Z playing “Big Pirate Pete” and reading No 
Pirates Allowed Said Library Lou to 4th graders 
during Read Across America day.   [Top] Students in Mrs. Kephart’s class 

displaying some of the Project Linus 
blankets.  [Bottom]  The nurses who received 
the blankets at the hospital, Claire Washell 
(Mo-Valley graduate), Jennifer Strickland, 
Kristi Kephart (Mo-Valley graduate), and 
Belinda Chelgren.  


